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Introduction

 The COVID-19 pandemic has huge global impact

 We all need to adapt to new realities and keep going

 We have introduced new ways of working and in 2020 only
virtual meetings took place – 13 virtual full WG meetings (the 
number of sub-group meetings is much higher)

 In this report we try to give some snapshots about what has 
happened in 2020, also beyond WGs

 COVID-19 has affected our work in 2020 and also affects it in 
2021 and beyond

 When can we return to the situation before COVID-19? In any
case, likely not before 2022. But can we ever get back all 
what we had before? Likely not
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Some highlights from 2020 



CIOMS Newsletters

In 2020 four quarterly regular editions were produced + one specialized
issue dedicated to the WHO programme fighting substandard and 
falsified medical products

Overview of CIOMS activities in 2020 6



Special Newsletter of 20 February 2020

Overview of CIOMS activities in 2020 7



Special Newsletter of 20 February 2020 (2)
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Special Newsletter of 20 February 2020 (3)

 The issue of substandard and falsified medicines is very actual
during the current pandemic – an increase of incidence has been 
reported from many parts of the World

References:

1. Newton PN, Bond KC. Global access to quality-assured medical products: the Oxford 
Statement and call to action. Lancet Global Health. 2019 Dec;7(12):e1609-e1611 

2. Newton PN, Bond KC on behalf of 53 signatories from 20 countries. COVID-19 and risks 
to the supply and quality of tests, drugs, and vaccines. Lancet Glob Health, Published 
OnlineApril 9, 2020 https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30136-4
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CIOMS and COVID-19 Solidarity Fund
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate

 Based on CIOMS Executive Committee (23.03.2020) decision 10 000 US $ 

was donated to this fund

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate


Support to WHO  

Extract from the e-mail to us:

Dear Donors,

Swiss Philanthropy Foundation is grateful for your support for 
the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund for the World Health
Organization (WHO). Because of your generosity, we have 
been able to raise more than $205M million to support WHO 

and their partners in countries around the globe. 



Student awards 2020
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CIOMS Working Groups 



COVID-19: In person meetings cancelled in 2020

 Clinical Research in Resource-Limited Settings 

6th Working Group meeting , 22–23 April 2020, Geneva, Switzerland  

 Real-World Data and Real-World Evidence in Regulatory Decision-
Making, Geneva, 30-31 March 2020

 Patient Involvement in the Development and Safe Use of Medicines

5th Working Group meeting, 1–2 April 2020, Utrecht, the Netherlands

 Benefit-Risk Balance for Medicinal Products

2nd Working Group meeting, 29–30 April 2020, Peapack NJ, United 
States

 MedDRA Labelling Groupings 

3rd Working Group meeting, 13–14 May 2020, Tallinn, Estonia
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Working Groups in 2020 – virtual meetings

1. Clinical Research in Resource-Limited Settings – had 3 virtual 
meetings of the whole WG

2. Patient Involvement in the Development and Safe Use of Medicines 
– had 4 virtual WG meetings

3. Real-World Data and Real-World Evidence in Regulatory Decision-
Making – had 5 virtual WG meetings

4. Benefit-Risk Balance for Medicinal Products – had 2 virtual WG 
meetings

5. MedDRA Labelling Groupings (MLGs) – had 1 virtual meeting 
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Virtual meetings: main tool for making progress in WGs
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Some WG reflections in international meetings in 2020

 DIA Pharmacovigilance and Risk Management Strategies 
Conference, Washington DC, United States, 
27 - 29 January 2020 – DILI WG – Prof Hervé Le Louet and 
other WG members

 European Medicines Agency (EMA) Patient and Consumer 
Working Party, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 3 - 4 March 
2020 _ WG XI – Patient – Dr Lembit Rägo and some other WG 
members  

 The International Conference on Pharmaco–vigilance and Protection 
for Research Participants (ECD 2020) was organized by the 
Shanghai Clinical Research Center (SCRC) / Shanghai Ethics 
Committee for Clinical Research (SECCR) and CIOMS, 20 
November 2020, Shanghai 
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https://www.diaglobal.org/en/conference-listing/meetings/2020/01/pharmacovigilance-and-risk-management-strategies-conference/speakers#showcontent
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Ew1LtLD8cSse1GqM7Akf1g


CIOMS WG statements related to COVID-19
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https://cioms.ch/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/CIOMS_WGXI_Statement_7December2020.pdf


New Working Group reports in 2020
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New Working Groups started in 2020

 Real-World Data and Real-World Evidence in Regulatory 
Decision-Making - started in the end of March 2020
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New Working Groups started in 2021
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New publications in 2021

CIOMS Cumulative Pharmacovigilance Glossary,  

Versions 1.0 and 1.1
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New Working Group reports in 2021 
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Discussion and Conclusions


